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Introduction: Overview
1.

The U.S. History Course
The history of the United States is a rich and fascinating story containing
multiple perspectives from the voices of various groups and individuals.
Teaching students to make connections across the eras will empower
them to see how these events relate to each other and to themselves.

LE

Students enrolled in a U.S. History course face these two challenges:

• First, they must learn and digest an enormous amount of detailed
information about the history of America from 1877 to the present,
including the ongoing war on terror. The content also includes
information about the establishment of the American nation, analysis
about American life in the 1830s, and amendments to the U.S.
Constitution resulting from the Civil War.
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• Second, students must be able to think analytically about these facts,
make connections across historical eras, and apply the content in a
variety of ways, including using primary and secondary sources in
various formats.

Therefore, teachers must deliver student-centered instruction that
fully addresses the enormous content load detailed in the U.S. History
Studies TEKS at an academically demanding level so that students are
able to successfully meet both of these challenges.

S

A

Supporting Achievement in U.S. History supports engaging studentcentered original instruction in the classroom. Resources in this
publication can be applied to full lessons, incorporated into classroom
instruction, and used in preparation for and review of learning.
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Data Considerations
There are some considerations concerning assessment data being used
to identify gaps in student mastery. Many of the student expectations in
the TEKS have multiple ideas contained in one standard. How can the
data accurately pinpoint student gaps when looking only at one student
expectation, without identifying the parts of the TEKS that students
understand and don’t understand? For example, consider the following
standard:
(7) History. The student understands the domestic and international
impact of U.S. participation in World War II. The student is expected to:
(G) explain the home front and how American patriotism inspired
exceptional actions by citizens and military personnel, including high
levels of military enlistment; volunteerism; the purchase of war bonds;
Victory Gardens; the bravery and contributions of the Tuskegee Airmen,
the Flying Tigers, and the Navajo Code Talkers; and opportunities and
obstacles for women and ethnic minorities.
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2.

3.
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If students do poorly on an assessment item aligned to H.7(G), it would
be critical to examine the item. It is important to identify exactly which
part of this standard is being assessed to accurately evaluate what
students need to know or do in order to correctly answer the item.
Description of Supporting Achievement in U.S. History
This resource contains tools teachers can use in preparing students
for the U.S. History course. The teacher edition and digital student
resources include the following:
• Various resources organized into sixteen units, reflecting the
historical eras contained in the U.S. History course’s TEKS

A

• Digital resources including the Pre- and Posttests, the Summary and
template, the Story, the Source, the So-What, the Spiral, and Mock
Assessments
• Student manipulatives, such as Era Placards and Sorting Cards
• A multitude of options for using the resources before, during, and
after original instruction

S

• A possible 15-day summer school application
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Scope and Organization of Supporting Achievement in U.S.
History
This resource is organized into two parts consisting of 16 chunks
of content based on 15 historical eras in U.S. history. Each part is
contained in one of two volumes.
1:
2:
3:
4:		
5:
6:
7:
8:

Founding Era
Westward Expansion
Industrial and Gilded Ages
Immigration, Segregation, and Urbanization
Progressive Era
Rise to World Power
World War I
Roaring Twenties

Volume 2
Era
Era
Era
Era
Era
Era
Era
Era

9:
10:
11:
12:
13:
14:
15:
16:

The Great Depression and the New Deal
World War II
The Cold War
Life in Post-War America
The Civil Rights Movement, Part 1
The Civil Rights Movement, Part 2
End of the 20th Century
Beginning of the 21st Century
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Volume 1
Era
Era
Era
Era
Era
Era
Era
Era
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4.

Applications of Supporting Achievement in U.S. History
The resources contained in this publication can be applied in many ways
before, during, and after original instruction for each historical era.
These applications include but are not limited to:
1. Preteaching/preview for struggling learners
2. Support for original instruction
3. Student use for personal review after original instruction
4. After-school tutorials, Saturday school, and other tutoring
opportunities
5. Accelerated instruction for students who fail to perform
satisfactorily in a U.S. History course (credit recovery), such as
summer school settings
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5.
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Structure of Supporting Achievement in U.S. History
Each historical era section contains the following elements:
1. Pretest and Posttest (an activity that can be used to assess
gaps in student understanding and knowledge of the content
associated with that era): These are formatted as Anticipation
Guides to pique student interest and provide formative
assessment data before and after instruction of the unit.
2. The Summary
a. The Schedule (time line)
b. The Scoop (main points to know about that era)
c. The Slate (list of significant individuals, events, and places)
d. The Scheme (how characteristics of this historical era
connect to preceding eras and/or following eras)
3. The Story: a brief description of this era of U.S. history
4. The Source: primary source analyses activities
5. The So-What: Why is this era important? How does it connect to
me?
6. The Spiral: One of the challenges students and teachers face is
keeping all of the content fresh in their minds from the beginning
to the end of the course. This activity connects all of the units of
study. Students are given the opportunity to “grade” or evaluate
America on its actions during the era using the ideals found in
the Bill of Rights and Alexis de Tocqueville’s values discussed in
his book Democracy in America. This activity is a way to connect
ideas across the eras and spiral content as well as apply the
content in cognitively demanding ways. A chart is provided on
page xxii with definitions and descriptions for each part of the
Spiral.
7. The Sorting Cards: Manipulative cards that include term,
description, and significance/results/impact that can be used for
review throughout the course
8. Three assessment items formatted for student practice and
teacher formative assessment data
9. Instructional ideas for teachers for application of resources
before, during, and after original instruction
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Also included for the entire course:
1. Era cards and placards for sorting and categorizing sorting cards
in each era section
2. Summer school schedule for using resources for retesting,
review, and/or course credit recovery
3. General instructional ideas for using the resources throughout
the year and in various settings
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How to Use This Resource
Before Original Instruction

M
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1. Provide the Anticipation Guide pretest/posttest to students.
Instruct them to follow the directions at the top of the page.
Assure them that there are no wrong answers at this point; you
just want to know what they think.
2. Read each statement aloud and instruct students to indicate
whether they agree or disagree with the statement.
a. Make note of statements where a majority of students have
the wrong answer and ensure strong instruction supports
their understanding of the content represented by that
statement.
b. Make note of statements where a majority of students have
the right answer and minimize the time spent on the content
represented by that statement.
3. Inform students that they will see these statements again at the
end of the unit and they should look for information to either
validate or challenge their original opinions.
4. Provide the Summary page to students.
a. Instruct students to use this document to track what they
study in the unit. It is an overview of what they need to
know at the end of the unit.
b. Students may review the information from time to time
during the unit to support what they are learning.
c. Students may generate questions about the information that
may lead to further study.

During Original Instruction

S

A

1. The Story can be used as the text students read for the unit.
a. Implement reading strategies to support students’
understanding of what they read.
b. Include opportunities for students to read cooperatively or
collaboratively and discuss what they are learning.
2. The Source is a series of primary source activities.
a. Arrange students into pairs or triads.
b. Provide the Source to students.
c. Instruct students to analyze the Source activities and answer
the questions.
d. Instruct students to discuss their responses with their
partners.
e. Conduct a whole-group discussion about the Source.
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Encourage students to do the following:
i. Make connections between the Source activities.
ii. Ask additional questions about the Source activities.
iii. Find additional sources to study.
3. Read through the Instructional Ideas for more suggested
delivery methods for each specific unit.
4. The So-What can be used toward the end of original instruction.
a. Provide the So-What to students.
b. Instruct students to read the So-What.
c. Instruct students to talk to other students about the
information.
d. Instruct students to ask questions about what they read.
e. Instruct students to make specific applications to their own
lives.
After Original Instruction
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1. The Spiral
a. Arrange students into pairs or triads.
b. Provide the Spiral and the Spiral: Vocabulary for the Bill of
Rights Ideals and Tocqueville’s Values (page xxii) to students.
c. Review the example with students.
d. Instruct students to work with their partners to identify
additional events studied during the unit that could be
evaluated based on any of the categories listed on the Spiral.
Students must be able to justify their answers.
2. Sort Cards
a. Duplicate and cut the Sort Cards into sets and provide a set
to each student.
b. Use the Sort Cards for review activities as described in the
General Instructional Ideas section on page xxvii.
c. Duplicate Era Placards and/or Cards and combine with the
Sort Cards for sorting games and classroom visuals.
3. Sample Assessment Items
a. Provide the Assessment Items to students.
b. Instruct students to work independently to answer the
questions.
c. Conduct a discussion about the items and the possible
answer choices. More ideas are outlined on page xxviii.
Continue to use the parts of the unit for review activities before unit and
semester tests. The unit parts can also be used for reteaching, tutorials, and
summer school review.
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Era Details

2.

3.
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Era Names and Years
1. Founding Era: 1776, 1787, 1791
Alexis de Tocqueville: 1830s
13th, 14th, and 15th amendments:
1860‒1870
1869‒1920
2. Westward Expansion: 1869‒1912
Post-Civil War
3. Industrial Age/Gilded Ages:
America
1870s‒1910s
4. Immigration/Segregation/Urbanization:
1877‒1920
5. Progressive Era: 1890s‒1920s
1890s‒1929
6. Rise to World Power: 1890s‒1910s
Rise to World Power
7. World War I: 1914‒1918
8. Roaring Twenties: 1920‒1929
1929‒1945
9. The Great Depression and the New Deal:
1929‒1940s
The Great Depression
and World War II
10. World War II: 1939‒1945
1940s‒1969
11. The Cold War: 1940s‒1991
Postwar America
12. Life in Postwar America: 1940s‒1960s
13. The Civil Rights Movement:
1940s–1970s, Part 1
14. The Civil Rights Movement:
1940s–1970s, Part 2
1970‒Present
15. End of the 20th Century: 1970‒2000
Modern America
16. Beginning of the 21st Century:
2000‒Present
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Larger Time Frames
1. 1770s, 1780s, 1830s
Founding Era

5.
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